
An ambitious concept that began with a group of 
civic-minded community leaders ten years ago has 
been completed. The Grand Opening and ribbon-
cutting, celebrating the final phase of the John Mark 
Stallings Special Needs Playground of Morgan 
County (SNAP), was held May 6. Speakers at the 
grand opening included Gene Stallings, Governor 
Robert Bentley, State Senator Arthur Orr, Mayor 
Bill Smelser and Judge Glenn Thompson. 

The boundless playground, designed specifically 
for the estimated 2,500 special needs children in 
Morgan County, includes a swing area, playground, 
splashpad and pavilion. The May 6 celebration 
marked the completion of the second and final play-
ground area. The entryway, which features a lighted 
clock tower and backlit LED logo, houses a plaque 
dedicating the playground to John Mark Stallings, 
beloved son of Gene and Ann Stallings who, despite 
having Down Syndrome, impacted and inspired 
thousands of people during his 46-year life.

Since 2006, volunteers from the Hartselle Civi-
tan, Kiwanis, Rotary and Lions clubs, along with 
founding partners: the City of Hartselle, United 
Way, Hartselle Medical Center (now closed), Wal-
Mart, the Volunteer Center of Morgan County, the 
Hartselle Area Chamber of Commerce and the Mor-
gan County Association of Volunteer Fire Depart-
ments worked together to raise the money to build 
the playground. 

The overall objective of the project was to 
develop the “premier” special-needs playground in 
Alabama, with two additional goals: One, provide 
recreational facilities and interaction opportunities 
for special needs children in Morgan County and 
the surrounding region; and, two, stimulate other 
communities across the nation to similarly recognize 
and accommodate such needs. According to speakers 
at the Grand Opening Celebration, these goals have 
been met, and widespread media coverage indicates 
that SNAP will continue to inspire other communi-
ties to better serve children with special needs.

SNAP is designed to be a destination attraction and features 
comprehensive play equipment which satisfies ADA requirements. 
Comfort and aesthetics are significantly enhanced by shades,  
seating for adults and abundant landscaping. Centrally located in 
the county, the playground offers balanced access from through-
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SNAP Grand Opening Celebrates Ten Years of Cooperation

THE REWARD - PRICELESS 

Special needs children representing their peers from throughout  
Morgan County were bussed from their schools to SNAP’s grand opening. 

out the county and as well as from Interstate 65. The specific 
location satisfies prime considerations of safety and well-being, 
ambient environment conducive to a feeling of inclusion, continual 
oversight by a trained staff, restrooms, drinking water, and ample 
and convenient parking.

Top: The project was carried out by volunteers, with construction made possible by donations, grants, and in-kind 
services. The complex represents an investment of approximately one million dollars. Bottom: Special needs children 
representing their peers from throughout Morgan County attending SNAP’s grand opening.
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If you have a question about sanitation pick-
up or containers, visit www.hartselle.org or call  
Public Works at (256) 773-2643.
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Steve Terry Celebrates  
35-Year Anniversary

HU recently recognized Water 
System Operator Steve Terry in 
honor of his 35-year employment 
anniversary. Terry was hired in 
1981 as a laborer in the Water De-
partment, and within two years  
became the department Foreman. 
Years later, HU created Operator 
positions in every department to 
oversee operations and regulatory 
compliance. At that time, Terry be-
came state certified – he currently 
holds a Grade 3 Water Certification 
– and became the Water System 

Operator. Terry says the creation of the Operation positions, along with a system-wide 
Superintendent, has been the biggest change at Hartselle Utilities during his tenure.

Another notable change has taken place throughout the last 15 years, as HU’s Water 
Department has carried out a “very aggressive program” to replace cast iron and gal-
vanized pipe throughout the system, Terry says, and that is almost complete. And, he 
says, the department’s improved technology, specifically its SCADA system, has made 
operations far more efficient. 

“Twenty years ago, if a water main broke or we had another issue, we wouldn’t 
know until someone called us with a low pressure problem, or we actually spotted 
something. It would take time to find the source of the problem,” Terry explains. “To-
day, if a water main breaks, the system lets me know immediately,” he says,  holding 
up his cell phone. “Now, this is my alarm system.” 

The SCADA system, Terry says, “is one of the best investments we ever made, both 
for the time and resources it saves.”

Steve Terry and his extensive experience in water operations are an invaluable asset 
to HU. We thank Steve for all his hard work and look forward to celebrating his future 
anniversaries to come.

HU Hires Chris Bumbarger as 
Mechanic

HU has hired Chris Bumbarger as the util-
ity’s new Mechanic. HU has over 100 utility 
vehicles and pieces of equipment throughout 
the Electric, Water, Wastewater and Natural 
Gas departments; Bumbarger handles mainte-
nance and troubleshooting for the entire fleet. 

Bumbarger was previously the Alabama fleet 
mechanic for Pike Electric, covering the entire 
state. This experience, says Personnel Officer 
Carol Kirby, “will be an asset for Hartselle 
Utilities because Chris can troubleshoot any equipment problems on site in the field.”

Bumbarger is a native of Decatur. He and his wife and two children live in Trinity.

Rate changes effective July 1
Base charges for water, sewer and gas services 

will increase effective July 1, 2016.  
There will be a customer charge rate increase 

for water based on meter size and the average 
residential monthly water bill will increase $.85.

The sewer rates will increase 3.0 percent 
across the board. The average residential monthly 
sewer bill will increase $1.22.

Natural gas will increase across the board by 
2.16 percent, and the average residential monthly 
natural gas bill during the heating season will 
increase $1.02.

Have you signed 
up for E-Bill?
• Less paper to handle
• Get your statement 

faster
• Access your utility bill from anywhere

To sign up for E-Bill, go to our website at 
hartselleutilities.org/e-bill. From there, you 
will be prompted to register online. Enter your 
account name and account number - including 
dashes - exactly as they appear on your bill. If 
you have questions about E-Bill, call HU Cus-
tomer Service at (256) 773-3340.

E-Bill
Water System Operator Steve Terry, left, receiving a plaque from 
HU General Manager Bob Sittason commemorating his 35-Year 
employment anniversary.

Chris Bumbarger

Summer Sewer Cap Began in May, Runs Through October
Typically, most of the water a household uses enters the sewer system as waste. 

However, in the summertime, many residents use water outdoors – to irrigate lawns 
and wash cars, for example – and this water does not enters the sewer system. For 
this reason, HU sets a cap for the summer sewer rates at 120 percent of the average of 
each customer’s winter usage. Customers are not charged a sewer fee for water used 
above the cap. 

HU uses the months between November and April to calculate winter averages, 
and then caps each customer’s summer sewer rates at 120 percent of that figure.

HU customers who use a great deal of water outdoors year-round might consider 
an outdoor irrigation meter, says Customer Service Manager Terri Harris. The cost 
to install a one-inch irrigation meter is $275. There is no sewer charge for water 
received through an irrigation meter.


