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‘Yes’ Vote On Oct. 27 Keeps 7.3-Mill Tax In Place for Schools
Referendum Changes Existing Tax from Special School District Tax to City Tax
“The problem with the 7.3-mill ad valorem tax as it is currently
On October 27, Hartselle residents will be asked to vote for or
written,” says Dr. Wilson, “is that every time it is renewed, all of
against a ‘new’ city tax – except this particular tax isn’t new. The
Morgan County gets to decide whether Hartselle residents can tax
7.3-mill City Tax is a continuation of the exact same ad valorem
themselves. It is currently called a special school
special school district tax that property owners in
Hartselle City Schools district tax. The new wording of the tax changes it to
Hartselle have paid since 1957.
a city tax, and places the vote entirely in the hands of
There are currently three ad valorem taxes
the people – the residents of Hartselle – who actually
which fund Hartselle City Schools: a 5.8-mill
pay the property tax.”
Morgan County tax, a 4.0-mill Hartselle City tax,
Local property taxes generate over $10.5 million
and a 7.3-mill Hartselle City tax. The 7.3-mill tax
annually, about 35 percent of Hartselle City Schools’
will expire on September 30, 2017. If the Oct. 27
$29.8 million budget. About $17.6 million, or 59 perreferendum on the 7.3-Mill Ad Valorem Taxes
cent, of Hartselle City Schools’ funding comes from
for the City of Hartselle passes, a new 7.3- mill
the state, and almost $1.6 million, 5.3 percent, comes
tax will take its place on October 1, 2017. “It
from the federal government. Hartselle schools also
will be 7.3 mills before, and 7.3 mills after,” says
receive $73,500 from grants and foundations.
Hartselle City Schools Superintendent Dr. Vic
The current 7.3-Mill Special School District
Hartselle City Schools are recognized as one of
Wilson. “Our level of funding will not change.”
Tax will expire on September 30, 2017. If the
the top ten school systems in the state, although they
Under the 7.3-mill tax, a homeowner with a
referendum passes, the 7.3-Mill City Tax will
are 62nd in the state in ad valorem per student fundhome assessed at $100,000 pays about $73
begin on October 1, 2017.
ing. Should the referendum not pass and the 7.3-mil
annually.
tax expire, Hartselle City Schools will drop to 99th in the state in ad
“In 1957, when this was put into place, all of Morgan County was
valorem per student funding.
under one school system, and even though the tax was only paid by
“We try to be ﬁscally responsible,” says Dr. Wilson. “We underHartselle city residents, the entire county voted on it,” explains Dr.
stand that we’re relying on funds from the citizens of Hartselle and
Wilson. “Now, the money received from the tax – still paid only by
we are trying to be good stewards of those funds. All we are asking
Hartselle city residents – only goes to Hartselle City Schools.”
is that Hartselle residents continue funding education at the current
The tax was renewed in 1987 by a overwhelming majority of
levels.”
Hartselle voters.

Mayor Pro Tem Bill Smelser To Focus On City Revenue, Development
Hartselle Mayor Pro-Tempore Bill Smelser, who has stepped in
as interim after Mayor Don Hall’s resignation, says Hartselle’s biggest issue is revenue, speciﬁcally from businesses, retail sales and
development.
“The City has a great relationship with the economic development
board; they are a great asset to Morgan County,” Mayor Smelser explains. He continues, “Right now, I’ve been in contact with developers
outside the city, along with people in retail, to lay the groundwork to
pull these entities into the city. We are marketing the Thompson Road/
Hwy. 36 project and the property the city owns at the Interstate, making
ourselves as available as we need to be. Anything a developer needs,
we’ll get to them, even if I have to hand deliver it,” he laughs.
Development within Hartselle has traditionally been a combined
effort from many different entities, including Hartselle Utilities. “Our
relationship with Hartselle Utilities is outstanding,” Mayor Smelser
says, “and it is my intent to carry that forward.”
Another issue Mayor Smelser has tackled is communication with

City Department Heads, the City Council and citizens.
“I plan to make sure our department heads are always aware of issues that may be coming up, and to be as transparent as possible with
them and the City Council,” he explains. “With them and citizens, I will
have an open door policy. Citizens don’t need an appointment to come
talk to me. My cell phone number is on the City’s website, hartselle.org,
and they can call me 24 hours a day.”
Smelser will be interim Mayor until Dec. 1, when Hall’s resignation
becomes ofﬁcial, and at that point Smelser will drop the “Pro Tempore”
part of his title as he ﬁlls the remaining part of Hall’s term. This is his
second time as Mayor Pro Tem; he has served three times on the City
Council and eight years on the Planning Commission. And he does plan
to run for mayor when this term ends.
“I love this city. As it stands right now, unless the Lord moves me
somewhere else, I intend to run,” Smelser concludes. “There needs to be
a continuity going forward, especially if there are projects on the books.
A familiar face behind the desk keeps projects moving forward.”

HU Natural Gas Projected To Cost Less This Winter

HU General Manager Bob Sittason expects the utility’s natural gas prices to be
lower this winter than last. “Every year,” he explains, “we look at the ﬁve-year
historical averages for the amount of natural gas our customers have purchased from
October through March, and if we can, we lock in – or hedge – lower prices for the
coming year, based on those ﬁve-year averages.”
For 2015-2016, HU has locked in natural gas prices for ninety percent of the ﬁveyear average amount, and those prices are 12.08 percent lower than it paid last winter.
“There is an abundant supply of natural gas right now,” Sittason explains. “Most
natural gas is domestic instead of offshore, and so there is a favorable market.”
“Most people who heat with natural gas should have a lower utility bill this winter,
subject of course to their usage and the weather conditions – if it is a colder winter
then usage will go up,” he says. “But if the temperature is comparable to last year,
then their natural gas portion of their utility bill should be lower.”

Smell Gas? Act Fast: HU Phones Answered 24/7

A natural gas leak, while extremely rare, could potentially cause an explosion or
carbon monoxide poisoning. Natural gas is colorless and odorless, so as a safety precaution a substance called mercaptan is added to give it a distinct “rotten egg” smell
to alert people to potential leaks.
Hartselle Utilities’ emergency number is
.
“If you smell the ‘rotten egg’
smell of natural gas, call us at
For water or wastewater issues or power outages, call HU’s
256-773-2533 or dial 911,” says
emergency number.
HU Customer Service Manager
Terri Harris. “Our emergency
For emergencies such as a downed power line or a suspected
numbers are answered 24 hours
natural gas leak, call either HU’s emergency number or 911.
a day, seven days a week, so call
any time you suspect a gas leak – even in the middle of the night.”
If you do suspect a gas leak, do not use any devices that might create a spark, such
as light switches, phones, ﬂashlights or electric appliances, including computers: a
spark could ignite the gas. Immediately have everyone leave the house or business,
and do not re-enter until the area has been cleared by HU personnel.
For any utility-related problem, such as a power outage or water or wastewater issue, don’t assume somebody else has called HU. “Sometimes, a cluster of phone calls
in a particular area will help us pinpoint a problem much quicker,” says HU General
Manager Bob Sittason. “Don’t ever hesitate to call us if you think there is a problem.”

256-773-2533

Your Donations Help Neighbors in Need

Rate changes effective October 1

Electric rates will increase on October 1, 2015.
HU’s residential customer charge will increase
by $1.27 per month, and HU will pass through a
rate increase in the electricity it buys from TVA.
The overall monthly increase to the average HU
residential customer, using 1,275 kWh per month,
will be $3.72.

Have you signed
up for E-Bill?

E-Bill

• Less paper to shufﬂe,
shred or ﬁle
• Get your statement
faster
• Access your utility bill from anywhere
To sign up for E-Bill, go to our website at
hartselleutilities.org/e-bill. From there, you will
be prompted to register online. Please note:
Enter your account name and account number
- including dashes - exactly as they appear on
your bill. You will only need to register the ﬁrst
time; after that you will log in to the website.
If you have questions about E-Bill, call HU
Customer Service at (256) 773-3340.

September - December 2015 City of
Hartselle Recycling Calendar

The last quarter of Hartselle’s 2015 Recycling Calendar is shown below. If you have a
question about sanitation pickup or containers,
visit www.hartselle.org or call Public Works at
(256) 773-2643.

Recycling Pickup

City Holidays

The federally funded Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
helps low-income families and seniors pay utility bills throughout the year. Unfortunately, programs such as LIHEAP don’t receive enough funding to help everyone
who needs assistance, and some families with emergency situations fall outside of
LIHEAP’s income cap. Locally, donation-funded programs such as Operation Warm
help to bridge that gap. In Morgan, Cullman and Lawrence counties, these programs
are distributed by Community Action Partnership of North Alabama.
“Operation Warm helps families in our community during both winter and summer temperature extremes,” explains HU Customer Service Manager Terri Harris.
“Donations from our customers can make a difference for those with low incomes, the
elderly, people with disabilities and families with a health crisis who otherwise might
have to choose between buying food or paying their utility bills.”

To support Operation Warm, complete this form and return to Hartselle Utilities
Please add $___________________ to my monthly Hartselle Utilities (HU) bill. I understand that I have the right
to stop this contribution at any time by giving HU written notice, and that the amount I have
indicated will be added to my monthly bill until such notice is received.
I’m already an Operation Warm partner. Please increase my monthly donation to $___________________.
Please add a ONE-TIME donation of $___________________ to my bill. I understand that the amount I have
indicated will be added to one of my monthly bills.
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________Account Number ________________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________Phone Number ____________________________________________________________________________
Customer Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Operation Warm is administered by Community Action Partnership of North Alabama, Inc.
All monies donated go directly to those in need.

256-773-2533 or 911
The Hartselle Connection
is published quarterly by
Hartselle Utilities.
1010 Sparkman St NW
Hartselle, AL 35640
256-773-3340
www.HartselleUtilities.org

