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Natural Gas System Master Plan Study Underway
Hartselle Utilities has hired CDG Engineers from Albertville to con-

duct an overall study of the natural gas system, says HU Gas System 
Operator Tony Vest. The project will include updating HU’s customer 
database, incorporating all new additions to the system during the last 
five years; expanding the database to include the infrastructure built 
during the addition of the system’s South Gate Station; and develop-
ing a new Master Plan for the gas system with five- and twenty-year 
projections. 

The consultants will use computer modeling software for load 
analysis, Vest explains. “This tells us how much growth we can handle 
with the infrastructure we have in place,” he says.

Vest says that HU crews will be finished with the tie-in at the Karl 
Prince regulator station by mid-summer. This will complete the high 
pressure loop on the southern end of Hartselle’s natural gas system, 
which is the final stage of adding the South Gate Station. When the 
tie-in is complete, Vest explains, HU crews will increase operating 
pressure on the southern end of Hartselle. 

“At that point,” Vest says, “we will have complete redundancy at the 
south end of the system – which is needed for reliability. We could run 
the entire city from either gate station, if necessary.”

There are 1,700 physically challenged children in Morgan County who can-
not safely play on standard playground equipment, and must sit on the sidelines 
watching other children play. Carson and Conner Lovelady, 4-year-old twins 
who have muscular dystrophy and use motorized wheelchairs, are two of these 
children. Their grandfather, State Farm Insurance Agent Charles Howse, is ac-
tive in a campaign to bring a “boundless playground” to Morgan County. The 
Special Needs Accessible Playground (SNAP) will incorporate features that 
give special needs children 100 percent accessibility, and allow them to safely 
interact with typically developing children.

Doug Moss, owner of Moss Audio in Hartselle, is deputy chair of the SNAP 
project. He explains that the project began in 2002 with the Hartselle Civitan 
Club. In 2006, the Hartselle Kiwanis, Lions and Rotary clubs, along with the 
City of Hartselle, joined the project to establish a county-wide coalition to make 
the playground a reality. The Hartselle Medical Center, Morgan County Asso-
ciation of Volunteer Firemen, United Way, Volunteer Center of Morgan County 
and Wal-Mart also signed on as Founding Partners for the project, Moss says.

The playground, Moss describes, will feature ramps, slides, and a platform, 
along with a water feature called the “Splash Pad,” with water spouts, sprin-
klers and a play area designed to allow children of all abilities to have fun in the 
water. “One of our goals,” he says, “is not just to build an accessible play-
ground. We want to build a playground that is usable for all Morgan County 

Special Needs Playground Planned for Morgan County

The above rendering shows the Morgan County SNAP (Special Needs Accessible 
Playground) “boundless playground” that will be built at the rear of the 
Sparkman Civic Center.  The playground will have equipment, walkways and a 
water feature that will give the 1,700 physically challenged children in Morgan 
County a safe, fun and accessible place to play.  
 (Rendering courtesy of J.A. Dawson & Co.) 

Continued on next page

HU’s new South Gate Station, pictured above, is state of the art, says Gas System Opera-
tor Tony Vest. “We incorporated all the new technology,” Vest explains, “and it is one of 
the most advanced in the state right now.”
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HU Lowers Cost On  
Irrigation Meters

HU sewer fees are based on the amount of 
water a household uses, because practically all 
the water used in most homes ends up in the 
sewer system. Customers who use a substan-
tial amount of water outdoors – where the 
water does not enter the sewer system – might 
consider installing an irrigation meter. An ir-
rigation meter registers outdoor water usage, 
such as sprinkling the lawn or garden; washing 
cars, driveways or decks; and filling swim-
ming pools, and the customer is charged for the 
water only, not the sewer system charge.  

HU has lowered the cost of irrigation meters 
from $930 to $275, says HU Customer Service 
Manager Freida Warden. This includes the cost 
of the meter.

For more information and to apply for an 
irrigation meter, call HU Customer Service at 
773-3340.

HU Employee Changes
Two long-term employees recently retired from Hartselle Utilities. Electric Super-

intendent Doug Keel had worked for HU for 25 years; Electric Department employee 
Gary Shaneyfelt had been with HU for 28 years. HU sends our best 
wishes to both men, along with hearfelt appreciation for all your 
years of service.

Jonathon Hampton has been promoted to Electric Department 
Superintendent; Chris Burgess and Bryan Hall have been promoted 
to Electric Department foremen. We would also like to congratu-
late three new employees, Steve Stinson, lift station operator; Jerry 
Bridges, apprentice lineman; and Chad Henry, apprentice lineman. 

Stop Writing Checks
Avoid the hassle 

and save time (not to 
mention the cost of 
a postage stamp) by 
enrolling in Hartselle 

Utilities’ Bank Draft Program.
We’ll withdraw your utilities payment from 

your checking account each month. You’ll still 
receive a detail of your utility charges in the 
mail, but you won’t have to worry about getting 
your payment to our office on time – so you’ll 
never have to worry about late fees again.

Best of all, this service is free! Stop by 
Hartselle Utilities and sign up for Bank Draft 
today, or visit our web site at www.Hartselle 
Utilities.com.

children. And, we are counting on this to be the premier boundless playground for the 
state of Alabama.” 

When special needs children like his grandsons interact with non-special needs 
children, Howse explains, the children without special needs are often a bit “standoff-
ish” at first. However, he says, within minutes they generally forget their physical 
differences. 

“Their parents’ greatest desire,” says Howse of his grandsons, “is for these boys to 
grow up and interact with other children in as normal a setting as possible.”

The playground, which will be built at the rear of the Sparkman Civic Center, is 
scheduled to be completed Spring 2008. The estimated cost of the SNAP project is 
$600,000. So far, SNAP has raised over $30,000. For more information and to donate, 
visit www.snapplayground.org. 
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Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrades
HU’s wastewater treatment plant was built in 1987, and the plant’s equipment is in 

need of an overhaul, explains Robert Wright, superintendent of sewer system operations. 
In HU’s annual Municipal Wastewater Pollution Prevention (MWPP) Report submitted 
to the Alabama Department of Environmental Management (ADEM), the age of the plant 
counts against the utility, as does the flow through the plant, Wright says. The MWPP is 
designed to help municipal officials evaluate their plant’s capabilities before violations 
occur.

According to Wright, the first upgrades scheduled for the plant will be to the clarifi-
ers. The equipment inside each clarifier will be upsized to improve the flow through the 
plant; the only portions of the clarifiers that will be reused are the concrete structures 
that house the clarifiers and the catwalks that go across the top. 

“We have scheduled the upgrades for the summer – during our dry season,” Wright 
explains. “One-half of the plant will go offline at a time, and we expect it to take about 
one month per side. We will be relying on our new I/I diversion equipment, which was 
installed last year, to manage the flows through the system during the outage.”

HU’s wastewater treatment permit from ADEM will be up for renewal in February 
2008. Currently, the plant treats about 2.7 million gallons of wastewater a day. After 
the rehab of the clarifiers, Wright says he hopes ADEM will increase HU’s permitted 
capacity to at least 3.6 million gallons a day.

The cost to upgrade the clarifiers will be approximately $218,000.


