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In February, representatives from several Hartselle organizations 
made their annual trip to Washington to ask members of Congress for 
help in securing federal funding for community projects. 

The group included Mayor Dwight Tankersley, Hartselle Utilities 
General Manager Ferrell Vest and Board Chairman Mike Gunter and 
members of the City Council, County Commission, Planning Com-
mission, Chamber of Commerce, Hartselle Development Board and 
the Morgan County Economic Development Association. They met 
with Sen. Jeff Sessions, Sen. Richard Shelby, Rep. Robert Aderholt, 
and the staff of Rep. Bud Cramer. Rep. Cramer had planned to meet 

Hartselle Officials Request Funding From Washington

Officials from the Hartselle area traveled to Washington, D.C. in February to ask members of 
Congress for help in securing funding for several community projects. Shown during the trip are 
seated, from left to right: Jeremy Nails, Morgan County Economic Development Association; 
Hartselle City Mayor Dwight Tankersley; Susan Hines, Chamber of Commerce; Robert Francis, 
Hartselle Development Board; Bill Smelser, Hartselle City Council. Standing are Dwayne Hellums, 
North-central Alabama Regional Council of Governments; Mike Gunter, Hartselle Utilities Board; 
Ferrell Vest, Hartselle Utilities; Senator jeff Sessions; Ken Livingston, Morgan County Commis-
sioner, District 2; Johnny Howell, Hartselle Planning Commission; Kenny Thompson, Hartselle City 
Council; and Mark Mizell, Hartselle City Council.

The Federal Legislative Agenda that Hartselle leaders presented 
to the local Congressional delegation in February lists the Hartselle 
Utilities’ Wastewater Treatment Plant as the second funding prior-
ity for the area.

A major factor pushing the need to rehabilitate the plant now, 
explains Hartselle Utilities’ General Manager Ferrell Vest, is the 
new Morgan Center Industrial Park, which is scheduled to break 
ground this year.

“We have a 21-year-old mechanical plant,” he says. “Just from 
normal wear and tear, we need to rehab it in order to regain our 

original capacity and 
efficiencies, not to 
mention being able to 
serve new growth in 
the Hartselle area.”

“We have three 
objectives for plant 
upgrades, and the work 
has been divided into 
three phases over the 
next five years,” Vest 

says. “The organic treatment processes make up Phase I, which we 
are currently working on. Phase II will be upgrades to the plant’s 
permitted hydraulic capacity, and in Phase III we will address the 
peak flow / equalization capacity of the plant.”

A 2007 study recommended $8.1 million in rehabilitation and 
upgrades to the plant. 

“Phase II is projected to cost over $4 million - that’s where we’ll 
do the heavy work,” Vest says. “We’ve asked for $2.5 million from 
the federal government for fiscal year 2009 to get us started on that.”

Upgrades to Wastewater Treatment Plant 
High on City’s Priorities

Upgrades at the Wastewater Treatment Plant are  
projected to cost $8.1 million over the next five years.

with the delegation, but had returned to Alabama the evening before 
their scheduled meeting to view damage from several tornadoes that 
struck the area the day before. 

The group presented the congressmen and their staffs with a 
2009 Federal Legislative Agenda outlining local projects for which 
Hartselle hopes to obtain federal funding. Transportation projects 
topped the list for 2009, including the ongoing project to extend and 
widen Highway 36 from Vaughn Bridge Road to I-65 and improve-
ments to Thompson Road.

“We asked for $2 million for the Highway 36 project,” reports 
Mayor Tankersley. “That should be enough to complete Phase II, 
which will widen the highway from I-65 to Roan Road.”

The Morgan Center Business/Industrial Park, which according to 
the mayor will break ground this year, is also on the agenda. “Since 
this is a joint effort of every municipality in the county, we have 
asked for any grant money that is available for development and ac-
cess,” the mayor explains.

An updated emergency outdoor warning system on the agenda didn’t 
need much of an explanation, as the meetings took place the day after 
several tornadoes tore through North Alabama, including Decatur.

“We currently have three outdoor Emergency Warning Sirens, 
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Summer Sewer Cap Extended
Many HU customers will see lower sewer charges this summer, thanks to a change 

in the formula for calculating summertime sanitary sewer rates. 
HU’s sewer rates include a base rate of $12.71 per month, plus $4.55 for every 

1,000 gallons of water the customer uses. (Water rates, by comparison, are a base 
charge of $4.01 plus $3.32 per 1,000 gallons for the first 10,000 gallons used, and 
$3.10 per 1,000 gallons for the next 10,000 used.)

Typically, most of the water a household uses enters the sewer system as waste. 
However, in the summertime, many residents use water outdoors – to irrigate lawns 
and wash cars, for example – and this water never enters the sewer system. For this 
reason, HU sets a cap for the summer sewer rates at 120 percent of the average of 
each customer’s winter usage; customers are not charged a sewer fee for water used 
above the cap. 

For the past few years, HU has used the months between November and May to 
calculate winter averages. However, higher temperatures and drought conditions have 
caused people to start watering their lawns earlier, and as water usage in May has 
increased, so have many residents’ winter averages – raising the caps. The new policy 
will use the months from November through April instead, and then cap each custom-
er’s summer sewer rates at 120 percent of that figure.

HU customers who use a great deal of water outdoors year-round might consider 
an outdoor irrigation meter, says Customer Service Manager Terri Harris. The cost 
of a meter is $275, and it has a base monthly rate of $6.30 plus charges for the water 
used. However, there is no sewer charge for water used through an irrigation meter. 

In addition, Harris urges customers who plan to fill pools to call the utility at (256) 
773-3340 first. The utility will check the water meter before and after the pool is filled 
and adjust the sewer charge so that the customer is not charged for that volume of 
water entering the sewer sytem. 

Free Home Energy Audits Available
Part of the increase in electric rates beginning 

April 1 (see story at right) will pay for programs 
encourage Tennessee Valley residents to con-
serve energy.

There are many steps that HU customers can 
take to conserve electricity, says HU Customer 
Service Manager Terri Harris.

The number one area where customers can 
save is by not overusing their heating and cool-
ing systems. “Keep your thermostat set between 
68 and 72 degrees in the winter,” she said, “and 
between 75 and 78 in the summer.” 

For other tips on ways to save money in your 
home, HU customers can complete a free energy 
right Home E-Valuation audit. This survey can 
be completed online at www.energyright.com or 
customers can call HU at (256) 773-3340 and a 
paper copy of the audit will be mailed to you. 

Residents who complete the surveys will 
receive a detailed report with suggestions on 
ways to save energy and money. Also, those who 
complete the home energy audit before June 1 
will receive a free energy efficiency kit, which 
includes compact fluorescent light bulbs, gasket 
seals for outlets, water-saving faucet aerators, 
and a filter whistle that whistles when it is time 
to change the heating and air system filter.

which do not cover most of Hartselle,” Mayor 
Tankersley explains. “We asked for matching 
funds for purchase nine additional sirens.”

“The congressmen were very complimenta-
ry of how we present our community’s needs,” 
explains Mayor Tankersley. “Having represen-
tatives from such a broad range of local groups 
on the same page, so to speak, goes a long 
way,” he says. “And, the projects we pres-
ent stay roughly the same from year to year, 
which shows that our priorities as a community 
remain consistent. The members of Congress 
really like to see that.”

Other projects on the Legislative Agenda 
include the Hartselle Utilities Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, a city-wide wireless net-
work, a security fence at the Hartselle-Morgan 
County Regional Airport, downtown flood zone 
mitigation, an activity center for seniors, and 
new firefighting equipment.

Washington ... continued from front

Electric Rates Increasing April 1
The cost of the electricity that HU purchases from the Tennessee Valley Author-

ity (TVA) will increase by approximately seven percent, effective April 1. The TVA 
Board approved the increase on Feb. 15 to help pay for new power generation and 
energy efficiency incentives that it estimates will be necessary to meet the growing 
demand for power in the seven-state TVA region.

HU Accounting Manager Bob Sittason estimates that for the average HU electric 
customer using approximately 1,342 kilowatt hours (kWh) per month, the monthly 
electric bill will increase $5.66. 

“TVA’s 12-year projections show that they will not be able to generate enough 
power to meet demand,” Sittason explains. “Any time they have to buy power on the 
open market, they have to buy the most expensive power there is.”

“We certainly recognize the financial challenges that consumers face as we make 
a recommendation to the Board on the need to increase power rates,” TVA President 
and CEO Tom Kilgore said. “TVA is taking steps to reduce its non-fuel operating and 
maintenance costs by more than $400 million over the next three years. However, 
additional revenue is needed for long-term investments to keep the power system 
reliable and lessen our dependence on volatile energy markets. That will help us keep 
electricity reliable and affordable in the years to come.”

HU customers’ electric bills are made up of three items: the base rate, which in-
cludes the amount of kWh used; an environmental charge; and a fuel cost adjustment 
(FCA). The FCA is adjusted quarterly and can be a credit or a debit to allow TVA to 
recover, when necessary, increases in purchased power and fuel-related costs. This 
past Janauary, Sittason explains, the FCA went down.

The April 1 increase to the base rate is TVA’s first rate increase since April 2006, 
when rates went up 9.95 percent. That rate increase was followed by a 4.5 percent rate 
decrease that same October.


