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By turning 19 acres along I-65 into retail space, the City of 
Hartselle hopes to increase its tax base, both by attracting new retail 
stores to Hartselle and to draw shoppers off the Interstate and into 
downtown and other parts of Hartselle, says Hartselle Mayor Dwight 
Tankersley. The city purchased the property in 2006 to make sure that 
it would be available for commercial development, he explains.

A key part of developing the property for commercial use is 
extending Hartselle Utilities’ sewer lines to the area. In order to 
accomplish that, the city and HU have partnered to install a tunnel 
under the Interstate and to run lines for sewer, as well as water, 
natural gas and telecommunications fiber, through the tunnel.

“This is a joint project between the City of Hartselle and 
Hartselle Utilities,” says Mayor Dwight Tankersley. “Hartselle 
Utilities is managing the project for us. Their crews and the city are 
also doing part of the work.”

By pooling their efforts and taking on part of the work them-
selves, the city and HU were able to save $801,162 from the initial 
bid amount of $1,645,260 for the project, says Jeff Johnson, Direc-
tor, Hartselle Department of Development. The final estimated cost 
of the project is $844,098. The city’s portion of the estimated cost is 
$550,781; HU’s is $293,317.

The city has contracted with Aronov Realty in Montgomery to 
purchase the site, says Mayor Tankersley. 

“They are looking for an anchor for the property – possibly a 
big box or strip center, or maybe one anchor store plus three or four 
outparcels,” he explains. “The businesses they have mentioned so 

far are all new to the area.”
It would be impossible to put a dollar value on the expected economic 

impact until companies have committed to lease the space, he explains, 
but city officials believe the investment will pay off in just a few years. 

“A typical big box would generate $500,000 a year in city sales 
tax; a single fast food restaurant will generate $50,000 a year in 
sales tax revenue,” Mayor Tankersley explains.

The project is about 55 percent completed and ahead of sched-
ule, says HU Engineering Services Manager Wayne Roberson, and 
sewer lines should be in service by mid-March.

HU Partnering With City To Extend Sewer Across I-65

Contractors from TUNCO dig a tunnel approximately 23 feet below I-65. Once the 60-inch  tunnel 
is completed, crews from Hartselle Utilities will install a conduit for sewer, natural gas, water, 
and, for future use, telecommunications fiber. 

The state DOT has 
agreed to fund $1.5 mil-
lion for construction of 
a new bridge and 1,500 
feet of roadway ap-
proaches to replace the 
Hammitt Street Bridge.

The 80-year-old 
single lane wooden trestle bridge is currently the only above-grade 
crossing over the railroad tracks through Hartselle. City officials have 
been working to replace the bridge since 1997, says Jeff Johnson, 
Director of the Hartselle Department of Development. 

The new bridge will be built 200 feet south of the current bridge, 
and will tie into Georgia Street on the east side of the tracks. Bid 
letting for construction is scheduled for January, Johnson says, and 
construction is expected to take nine months to a year.

Four property owners will be affected by the new bridge, includ-
ing Hartselle Utilities. The majority of the new roadway length will 
cross the HU warehouse lot – one-half of an acre out of the two and a 
half-acre site.

“This is Phase 1 of 4 for the Main Street bypass to connect I-65 
with Vaughn Bridge Road,” explains Mayor Dwight Tankersley. 
“This will provide a straight shot from the Interstate, allowing truck 
traffic to avoid downtown.”

There is a safety factor, as well, Mayor Tankersley explains. The 
current bridge has a weight limit of 6,000 pounds - about two mid-
sized vehicles. If the railroad crossing were blocked by a stopped 
train during an emergency, fire trucks and ambulances could not 
cross the Hammitt Street Bridge. Instead, would have to go around 
via the Interstate to get to the other side of the tracks.

“Replacing the Hammitt Street Bridge would not have been possible 
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Help For Those In Need
Many in the Hartselle area know someone facing difficult times financially, either 

because of a job loss or health crisis. For someone facing a financial crisis, high utility 
bills and the prospect of having utilities disconnected make a stressful situation even 
worse. The Community Action Partnership of North Alabama provides resources to 
families and individuals in these situations.

Community Action administers the federally-funded Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program and Operation Warm, which is funded by local donations. Both 
programs provide one-time assistance to help low-income residents, the elderly and 
those with disabilities pay heating bills, and to help keep utilities from being turned 
off during a health crisis. Clients who meet income criteria and have necessary docu-
mentation can get qualified in a single day for assistance with their utility bill.

Operation Warm gives you the opportunity to help your neighbors in need. HU 
customers can make a one-time donation or add a specific amount to their utility bill 
each month. To do so, complete the form below and return it to Hartselle Utilities.

For more information on Community Action’s assistance programs, contact Sue 
Stancil at Community Action, (256) 260-3122.

Clarifiers At Plant Finished Early
The second clarifier at HU’s wastewater treatment plant was brought back online in 

early November, almost eight months ahead of schedule, says Wayne Roberson, HU 
Engineering Services Manager. 

Clarifiers are large concrete basins which separate wastewater into clear liquid, 
which can be treated chemically, and sludge, which becomes part of the biological treat-
ment process in another section of the plant. Before the upgrades, Roberson explains, 
the clarifiers were not effective in removing solids from the wastewater and turning 
them into sludge. The plant is now doing an excellent job of managing solids, he says.

When HU originally studied upgrading the clarifiers, Roberson says, the project 
estimate was $460,000. The final cost was much lower. “Due to the way HU staff man-
aged the work - by buying direct - we were able to get a price break on materials,” he 
explains. “Also, by using a local contractor who had the ability to do shop work, we 
were able to repair parts of the clarifier that we otherwise would have had to replace.”

The upgrades to the clarifiers have extended their life by at least another 20 years, 
and increased their overall potential capacity, consistent with HU’s long-term plan. The 
long-term plan calls for an increase in the amount of wastewater processed by the plant, 
to allow for future growth in the community. However, the estimated cost to increase 
capacity is $8 million, not including an additional $2 million for a new waste sludge 
program, and HU does not currently have the funds for this.

“As we complete maintenance and rehab to the equipment at the plant,” Roberson 
says, “when we have the opportunity to upgrade, we’ll go ahead and do that, so that 
when we do increase flows through the plant our equipment will be able to handle it.”

To support Operation Warm, complete this form and return to Hartselle Utilities

Please add $___________________ to my monthly Hartselle Utilities (HU) bill. I understand that I have the right 
to stop this contribution at any time by giving HU written notice, and that the amount I have 
indicated will be added to my monthly bill until such notice is received.

I’m already an Operation Warm partner. Please increase my monthly donation to $___________________.

Please add a ONE-TIME donation of  $___________________ to my bill. I understand that the amount I have 
indicated will be added to one of my monthly bills.

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________ Account Number  ________________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ Phone Number  ____________________________________________________________________________

Customer Signature  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Operation Warm is administered by Community Action Partnership of North Alabama, Inc. 
All monies donated go directly to those in need.

Holiday Schedule
Hartselle Utilities will be closed  

on the following days:
Monday, December 24
Tuesday, December 25
Monday, December 31

Tuesday, January 1
We wish you and your family 

a safe and happy holiday season!

New Commercial Development
Several new companies are currently or are 

planning to build in Hartselle, says Jeff John-
son, Director of the Hartselle Department of 
Development. The new Bender’s Plaza opened 
in early November and houses an 8,000-square-
foot gym and fitness center. The plaza also has 
five retail tenant spaces for other businesses.

Lowe’s Home Improvement Center is in the 
final approval stages at the corporate level; it is 
expected to be built on Hwy. 31 N.

Other new projects include a new O’Reilly’s 
Auto Parts, Captain D’s Seafood, Walgreen’s,  
Redstone Federal Credit Union, People’s Bank, 
Beck’s Automated Car Wash, and soon to be 
constructed Guthrie’s.

New Faces at HU
Carol Kirby is HU’s 

new Administrative Assis-
tant/Personnel Officer. She 
replaces Terri Harris, who 
became Customer Service 
Manager when Freida 
Warden retired.

Kirby graduated from the University of 
Georgia in 2004. Originally from Summerville, 
GA, she moved to Hartselle from Dothan, 
where she was the office manager for a real 
estate appraisal company. Her husband, Heath, 
is from Hartselle. 

In other staffing changes, HU welcomes new 
meter reader Mike Sparks. He replaces Mark 
Campbell, who moved to the Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant as an Operator Trainee.

Carol Kirby

without our state senators and representatives 
– both former and current, both in securing the 
original funding and keeping it on schedule 
with DOT. Our thanks go out to them,” says 
Mayor Tankersley.
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